
 

 
  

 



 

 

Welcome Letter 

Dear Delegates, 
 
On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model United Nations Program, 
we would like to welcome you to our Surf City XVII advanced conference! 
 
Our annual Surf City conference upholds the principles and intended purpose of 
the United Nations. Delegates can expect to partake in a professional, well-run 
debate that simulates the very issues that those at the United Nations discuss every 
day. Both novel and traditional ideas will be shared, challenged, and improved. 
 
It is our hope that all delegates will receive the opportunity to enhance their 
research, public speaking, and communication skills as they explore the intricacies 
of global concerns through various perspectives, some of which may be very 
different from their own. We hope their experiences here give them new insight 
and values that they can apply outside of the realm of Model UN for the betterment 
of the world community. 
 
Although we will be entertaining a new style of a virtual conference, we hope all 
delegates will experience a fruitful and enhancing debate. Please do not hesitate to 
approach our Secretariat or Staff Members with any questions or concerns that you 
may have throughout the day. We wish the best to all our participants and hope that 
they may share a fulfilling experience with us! Enjoy the conference. 
 
Sincerely,  
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Meet the Dias 

Christopher Yee 
Hi delegates! My name is Chris Yee and I’m currently a Senior at Huntington Beach 

High School. This is my fourth year in MUN and I’m honored to be chairing this year’s Surf 
City advanced conference. Despite the intense workload and endless nights of staying up till 3 
am, joining MUN was undoubtedly a beneficial decision for me and has helped me become a 
more knowledgeable individual about the global community and its history. In my past four 
years of MUN, I’ve had the amazing opportunity to meet and interact with so many people from 
different backgrounds. When I’m not doing MUN, you can find me training with the school track 
and field team or in the music building, rehearsing with our school’s Academy of Performing 
Arts orchestra. Aside from extracurriculars and MUN, I spend most of my time finishing college 
apps and doing tons of homework as I try to survive Senior year. Good luck and I look forward 
to seeing you all in committee!  
 
Matthew Wiseman 

Hey there delegates! My name is Matthew Wiseman and I am also a senior at Huntington 
Beach High school. I have been in MUN all four years of high school and have learned so much 
from the conferences and the people I have met along the way. This will be my second time 
chairing a MUN conference and I could not be more excited. I believe that no matter how good 
you are at MUN or how many awards you have won, it's the experience of being in committee 
and working with other people that is the most valuable in life. Along with MUN, I love 
spending my time acting in our Academy of Performing Arts, surfing, playing basketball, and 
hanging out with my friends. I remember preparing for this conference sophomore year like it 
was yesterday and I am super excited to be chairing it all these years later. See you guys soon! 
 

Adam Bird 

Hey Delegates! I’m Adam Bird and I’m excited to be one of your chairs. I am a junior 
and have done MUN every year of high school. I have always been passionate about world 
issues and international relations and am thankful to be able to study it with everyone and learn 
from all of you. This will be my first time chairing a committee so it’ll definitely be fun to see 
everything from a new perspective. I’m a huge music person and am always listening to Stevie 
Nicks or Blondie -- “Call me” is constantly on repeat in my head. I also love to read, but I hardly 
have time, but Blood in my Eye is my all-time favorite book. I am so excited to meet all of you, 
to hear all of your thoughts on the topics, and hear what you have to say. See you later!  

 

 

All Papers are due on January 2, 2020 by 11:59pm to 

surfcity.ecosoc@gmail.com     
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TOPIC 1: Sustainable Development in Developing 

Nations 
 

BACKGROUND 

Often used in a broad context to underline an ideal vision of the future, relieved of all the 
problems faced by mankind, sustainable development has increasingly become the main focus of 
the global community in the past decades. Under the United Nations, sustainable development is 
defined as development that meets the needs of the present, without compromising the wellbeing 
of future generations and their ability to both progress and meet their own demands.1 As such, 
the concept of sustainable development encompasses a broad scope of elements and necessitates 
the mitigation and resolution of environmental, social, and economic obstacles throughout the 
international community.2 In order to create a more prosperous and sustainable world, many 
nations have made efforts to tackle serious issues such as climate change and gender inequality, 
which in effect, also paves the way for progress in future generations.  

However, in developing nations which continue to suffer from the ramifications of 
exploitation and other issues such as conflict, poverty, political instability, and social strife, the 
ability to establish and bolster sustainable development measures, poses great difficulty. Due to 
such complications, developing nations lack the time and adequate resources to focus on 
promoting sustainable development. Despite their positive intentions and outcomes, sustainable 
development measures are often very costly and thus many impoverished nations lack the 
financial capacity to carry out and fund them.3 Additionally, due to their high costs, many 
developing nations also reject investment in sustainable development for immediate profit 
through non-renewable energy industries. For example, in the past, nations such as Malaysia and 
the Philippines have avoided investment in sustainable development initiatives, for greater profit 
in non-renewable energy such as fossil fuels.  

In other cases, sustainable development is often impossible in war-torn developing 
countries, as governments and communities are occupied with more dire priorities. Such 
countries are also among the poorest in the world and similarly lack the economic capacity and 
financial resources to engage in sustainable development. According to a 2017 index that 
measures nations’ progress in sustainable development, eighteen out of the twenty 
lowest-scoring countries had experienced war or other forms of conflict-induced instability in the 
past twenty years.4 Moreover, war and conflict not only hinders sustainable development in 
developing nations but also directly works against it. The destruction and disruption of critical 
human infrastructure and systems such as electricity grids, water systems, sewage treatment 
plants, food production areas, and agricultural land, all significantly prevent sustainable 
development in developing countries. 

Furthermore, environmental circumstances also have a momentous impact on the growth 
of sustainable development in developing nations. Natural disasters such as earthquakes, 
tsunamis, hurricanes, and droughts can pose a significant threat to sustainable development, as 
they can shift the flow of bodies of water, damage agricultural land, destroy infrastructure, and 
alter crop yields.5 In addition, due to already unstable and poor infrastructure in developing 
nations, natural disasters often leave thousands homeless and wreck vital infrastructure such as 
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water treatment facilities, ultimately leading to disease outbreaks, hence further crippling 
developing nations' ability for sustainable development.6  

Another vital aspect of sustainable development that faces great setbacks and challenges 
within developing nations is social equality, specifically between men and women. In many 
developing nations, women are deprived of basic rights and do not receive the same educational 
or economic opportunities as men. Despite efforts to promote gender equality in developing 
nations, discriminatory laws and sociocultural norms pervade, as women continue to be 
underrepresented at all levels of political leadership.7 However, increasing opportunities for 
women and utilizing their human capital in developing nations could significantly reduce 
poverty, enhance societal well-being, and contribute to economic growth.8 In recent years, many 
nations have made it their priority to increase educational and economic opportunities for 
women, in order to better achieve sustainable development.  

Although efforts at promoting sustainable development are difficult to enforce, seeing as 
though one’s choice to comply with such is entirely optional, sustainable development, 
especially in developing countries, is imperative to the wellbeing and progress of the global 
community. As the world’s population grows rapidly and countries become ever more reliant on 
one another, the ability for developing nations to engage in sustainable development grows 
increasingly necessary. 
 

UNITED NATIONS INVOLVEMENT 
In December of 2018, Resolution 73/242 was adopted by the UN General Assembly as 

the resulting outline from the Fourth UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
identifying key international issues that face LDCs from climate change to infrastructure gaps. 
This UN report was made in accordance with Resolution 70/1 from the General Assembly, 
creating the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development from September 2015.9 The 17 
development goals created within this document updated the role of the Economic and Social 
Council and specifically referenced issues such as poverty reduction and mutual aid. This policy 
was furthered in E/RES/2020/1, which created the specific tasks for the organ to be completed 
before the Fifth UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries.10 This legislation works in 
conjunction with E/2020/L.14 to recall and expand the Istanbul Declaration and Program of 
Action - 2011 for LDCs, creating new criteria of “Materials for Graduation”. The new policy on 
sustainable development would still model off the 1981 Substantial New Program created under 
the First Conference on the Least Developed Countries, however, it did further the aid 
instruments and support methods with a wider arrangement of donors. This established the legal 
denotation of the terms “developing” and “developed”, therefore serving to further the previous 
expired plan of action under new pretenses.11 These new legal definitions and plans were then 
affirmed in Resolution 65/280 by the General Assembly from the Fourth Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries, which also created new systems by which measures could be 
implemented, creating a new arrangement of the Economic and Social Council.12  

E/RES/2020/15 then created an outline for the sustainable development of women with 
LDCs and created a more comprehensive support system by which their economic assimilation 
could be aggrandized.13 Similar region-oriented policies were contemporaneously established, 
with E/RES/2020/6 targeting the particular development of African nations and stressed 
solutions oriented towards ending internal conflicts such as ethnic cleansing and political  
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corruption. E/2020/L.13 then expanded upon emergency humanitarian aid for those particularly 
affected regions in order to receive the necessary developmental assistance needed to develop 
sustainably. This aid system was to be executed through the Economic and Social Council and 
addressed debt, infrastructure, and discrimination as all factors by which development in LDCs 
thwarting sustained development.14 E/RES/2020/9 cites even broader uses of aid and expansion 
of support instruments to work within the capacity of targeting disenfranchised groups, such as 
immigrants and women. Aid mechanisms and partnering bodies were directed in relation to 
ethnic and social minorities with regions such as the Sahel territory of Africa having aid missions 
launched to support rural development.15 Minority development is again referred to in 
E/2020/L.25, which defines the basis of sustainable development as contingent on the economic 
and social assimilation of all cultural groups within a country. In doing so, it creates plans of 
action for those like Palestinian women and offers plans of sustainable development for groups 
and communities compromised within nations with internal conflict.16 For regions faced with 
governments lacking the infrastructure to implement these solutions, E/RES/L.24 offers 
instruments for those in rural regions within unstable governmental conditions. E/2020/L.28 
produced a system by which policy review could then evaluate these plans and amendments 
could take place to better accomplish the 2030 Agenda goals, thus serving as a watchdog to 
ensure proper sustainable development occurs based on these resolutions and plans of action 
from previous UN conventions.17  
 
 

CASE STUDY: Sustainable Development in Zambia 

According to the World Bank, over the last twenty years, agricultural production in 
Zambia has accounted for over 14 percent of the entire world's GDP. To put this into 
comparison, industrial production and manufacturing, put together, have made up approximately 
eighty-three percent of total GDP over the last twenty years18. This obviously shows the 
agricultural industry is not one of the most economically powerful industries within Zambia, and 
for good reason. Due to this, the Zambian government has neglected the agricultural industry in 
order to pay more attention to the politically and economically influential industries such as 
manufacturing and industrial production19. 

Since the 1960s, Zambia has relied on simple, relatively inexpensive agricultural research 
programs that plan to enhance agriculture in the country20. In the early stages of the research 
programs, research was conducted in order to develop productivity-enhancing technologies (i.e. 
fertilizers, pesticides, and capital-intensive crops). Throughout this period, research took place 
on stations, which did not imitate the typical conditions of a Zambian farmer's fields. Therefore 
in general, the research programs were designed by wealthy bureaucrats, who were only 
interested in fast results, and short-term productivity gains. 

By the late 1970s, the Zambian Ministry of Agriculture and Water Development 
recognized that the needs of small scale and traditional farmers were not being appropriately 
addressed by the previously implemented research programs. In 1978, with the help of CGIAR 
(The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research), the Zambian government 
implemented the Farming Systems Research and Extension (FSR/E) approach to agricultural 
development. 
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Since its implementation, the Zambian Farming System Research and Extension 
approach to agricultural development has achieved significant productivity gains in several 
Zambian provinces. For example, in the Central Province, the development of an improved bean 
variety (Carioca) has produced significantly higher yields than the farmers' own local variety. 
Also, the implementation of no-till technology in the Central Province has proven to be highly 
efficient, especially during the critical period of crop establishment when labor is scarce. With 
these gains in productivity have come higher farm income21. In the Central Province, for 
example, the improved bean variety generated over 61 percent higher income than the previously 
used local bean variety (Bezuneh et al. 153). 

Although the Zambian FSR/E approach to agricultural development has achieved some 
success, there is little indication that the FSR/E program promotes sustainable agriculture. The 
FSR/E program, like Zambia's original research programs, has continued to emphasize fast 
results and the meeting of farmers short term needs. Productivity gains have often come through 
the expansion of cultivated land. Far too often, this expansion has been into marginally 
productive areas that are susceptible to soil erosion. Also, the Adaptive Research Planning 
Teams have placed too much emphasis on developing environmentally harmful, capital intensive 
technologies such as toxic fertilizers and pesticides. According to the World Bank, fertilizer 
consumption in Zambia more than doubled between 1970 and 198722. Not enough emphasis has 
been placed on developing "farming systems that are compatible with the particular 
environmental attributes constraining small scale producers" (Bezuneh et al. 153)23. 

The FSR/E approach to agricultural development in Zambia has adequately addressed the 
agricultural productivity issues of small scale and traditional farmers, but has, unfortunately, 
overlooked the concept of sustainable agricultural development. What could be done so as to 
incorporate sustainability into the FSR/E approach? In general, reform of the current FSR/E 
system should include changes that incorporate natural resource management issues into 
agricultural development strategies. In order for this to occur, the Adaptive Research Planning 
Teams must first become familiar with the concept of sustainable agricultural development24. 
Researchers must gain an understanding of farmers’ needs for long-term food security. Finally, 
there must be more coordination between the research teams and the farmers they are trying to 
help. 

Once researchers understand farmers' needs and realize the long term importance of 
sustainable agricultural development, they will be more likely to design farming systems that are 
compatible with the particular constraints (i.e. financial, environmental) on each farmer. More 
emphasis will be placed on achieving improvements in productivity, through the development 
and implementation of low input technologies (i.e. organic and green manure, and non-capital 
intensive crops)25.  

Sustainability has been defined in a number of ways. According to Bezuneh et al., 
sustainability in agriculture "reflects a sense of intergenerational obligation to manage 
agricultural resources so that subsequent generations can continue to produce food and fiber at 
acceptable costs" (150). It has been shown that the Zambian FSR/E approach to agricultural 
development has failed to take into account the issues of sustainability26. The Zambian system 
has placed too much emphasis on meeting the short term needs of small scale and traditional 
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farmers. If the Zambian FSR/E system is to be sustainable, both short term and long term 
development issues must be addressed. 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. How can developing nations be incentivized to comply with United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals?  

2. How can developed nations assist developing nations in sustainable development?  
3. What are some past examples of successful sustainable development initiatives in 

developing nations? How can they be implemented and exercised today?  
4. How has the current Covid-19 pandemic affected sustainable development in developing 

nations?  
5. How can sustainable development be incorporated into developing nations, without 

resulting in economic ramifications?  
6. What role do women play in sustainable development? How can they be incorporated 

into sustainable development initiatives?  
7. How can sustainable development be implemented and practiced in conflict nations?  
8. How can nations and international bodies respectfully navigate a balance between 

honoring cultural practices and norms, while also promoting sustainable development in 
developing nations?  
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Endnotes 
1.  https://www.iisd.org/about-iisd/sustainable-development  
2. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/sustainable-development#:~:t
ext=Sustainable%20Development-,Sustainable%20development%20is%20defined%20as%20%
E2%80%9Cdevelopment%20that%20meets%20the%20needs,and%20participate%2C%20all%2
0amounting%20to  
3. 
http://www.iynf.org/2018/08/a-guide-to-sustainable-development-and-its-challenges-in-developi
ng-countries/  
4. 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/03/countries-achieving-un-sustainable-development-goal
s-fastest/  
5. 
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/wp6/AreasOfWork/StandardsAndNorms/_notes/St
andards_and_DRR/Brochure_FINAL_WEB.pdf  
6.  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2725828/  
7.  https://www.oecd.org/social/40881538.pdf  
8. 
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-5-gender-equa
lity.html  
9.  https://www.un.org/ldcportal/general-assembly-resolution-on-ldcs/  
10.  https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/resolution-adopted-by-the-general  
11.  https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2020/1 
12.  https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2020/1  
13. https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2020/L.28 
14.  https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2020/15 
15. 
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/437/22/PDF/N1943722.pdf?OpenElem
ent  
16.  https://www.un.org/en/development/devagenda/ldc.shtml 
17.  https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/  
18.  https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/zambia-agriculture 
19.  https://www.britannica.com/place/Zambia/Agriculture-forestry-and-fishing 
20. 
https://photos.state.gov/libraries/zambia/231771/PDFs/AgricultureOpportunitiesinZambiav3.pdf 
21.  https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/zambia 
22.  https://www.sdgphilanthropy.org/Zambia 
23. 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26305VNR_2020_Zambia_Report.pdf 
24. https://www.wvi.org/zambia/sustainable-development-goals 
25. https://lusaka.sites.unicnetwork.org/the-sustainable-development-goals/ 
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TOPIC 2: Organ Trafficking in Asia 
 

BACKGROUND 

Organ trafficking, defined specifically in the year 2008 in the Declaration of Istanbul, is 
"the recruitment, transport, transfer, harboring or receipt of living or deceased persons or their 
organs by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, 
of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability, or of the giving to, or the 
receiving by, a third party of payments or benefits to achieve the transfer of control over the 
potential donor, for the purpose of exploitation by the removal of organs for transplantation.1 
This declaration was overseen and upheld by the World Health Organization (WHO) to this day. 
Oftentimes, there is confusion around how exactly organ trafficking takes place and the demand 
for it in various parts of the world. Organ Trafficking originally started when the prices for organ 
transplants increased in nations such as Israel, India, China, Pakistan, Turkey, Brazil, Nepal, the 
Philippines, Kosovo, Iran. When this happened, a completely new market opened up. The black 
market for Organ Trafficking is often compared to that of illegal wildlife trade because of the 
similarities in medical needs, and extremely high prices for the sellers. In the case of Organ 
Trafficking, the most common organs sold are kidneys as stated by the WHO. Last year they 
reported that over 10,000 kidneys were sold illegally around the world. 

More specifically, Organ Trafficking is most commonly seen throughout Asia in arranged 
or forced marriages. This is often the case because there is little to no responsibility given to the 
husband in these marriages, and they often take advantage of their wives and sell them to sex 
traffickers, or organ traffickers. In 2016 it was estimated that 15 million people were living in 
forced marriages and more than a third of these women were victims of organ trafficking. In 
Asia, Global Financial Integrity (GFI) reported that 10 percent of all organ transplants are either 
lungs or the heart and liver. On top of this, doctors say that the most frequent organs to fail are 
the lungs or the heat making them in very high demand, especially for people being forced to 
work high hours their entire lives which is very common in parts of Asia. Last year in Asia alone 
the illegal organ trade grossed a whopping $1.7 billion and $870 million was from hearts and 
lungs2. 

With these numbers increasing every year, Asia has put together a task force to control 
and regulate the illegal trade of organs. This task force was originally put together to regulate the 
amount of traveling in and out of Asian nations in attempts of getting a cheap organ transplant. 
However, since then, the market has grown increasingly and they have been tasked with far more 
duties surrounding the trade. One of the most successful efforts this task force has accomplished 
is the Recommendations Report that goes out every month. This report has been successful 
because of how many communities it can encompass and get the voices of people who have been 
involved with the market first hand3. These recommendations are then sent to governments 
around Asia with hopes they take them into account as soon as possible. The seven most 
successful recommendations created by the task force are as follows. Urge relevant organizations 
and governments to promote greater awareness of the ethical, legal, and social issues relating to 
organ trafficking in Asia through education; Urge the passage of legislation or an international 
treaty which would be necessary for the effective implementation of international norms that  
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relate to the organ trafficking; Call on all countries to pass legislation clearly defining 
prohibitions as well as allowable practices pertaining to organ transplantation, including those 
related to the recovery and donation of organs; Support Asian countries in their commitments to 
prohibit and prevent organ trafficking and undertake full implementation of the United Nations 
Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime and its protocols; Urge Asian countries to 
rely more on deceased donation (including the use of organ recovery from brain dead and 
non-heart-beating donors) in order to increase supply and to identify alternative solutions in 
order to decrease organ demand, such as prevention and treatment of organ failure; Urge Asian 
countries to address the needs of the population who suffer from economic disadvantages in 
order to prevent organ trafficking; Encourage Asian countries to conduct an inventory of 
Non-Governmental Organizations and other groups in the region that could be called upon for 
help4. While many nations throughout Asia have taken great action against the trade of organs, 
Malaysia has not. Last year there were just short of one hundred child fatalities in Malaysia due 
to organ harvesting5.  

Due to the fast increase of Organ Trafficking not only in Asia but throughout the world, 
the UN has signed and passed two resolutions. The first being A/RES/71/1007 which attempts to 
shut down the major black markets around the world contributing to both human and organ 
trafficking6. The second resolution, ECOSOC resolution 2004/22 prevents, combats, and 
punishes organ trafficking in third world countries7. Although these resolutions have not had 
great success on the issue, they have provided a structure for the rest of the world to use and 
create stronger policies to combat this terrible market8. 
 

UNITED NATIONS INVOLVEMENT 
In A/71/L.80, the General Assembly worked in conjunction with the World Health 

Organization (WHO) to establish an international set of guidelines as it relates to the organ trade 
and the, “strengthening and promoting effective measures and international cooperation on organ 
donation and transplantation to prevent and combat trafficking”.9 This was then expanded upon 
in ECOSOC RES/2004/22 in which the Prevention, Combat, Punish Plan was adopted as the 
policy by which the United Nations would implement against the organ trade. The United 
Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime was then passed Resolution 55/25 
in 2000 as the primary legislation for the international effort. It established three protocols that 
constitute UN action: the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, the 
Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea, and Air, and the Protocol against the 
Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms.10 To enforce these protocols, Resolution 
53/111 created an intergovernmental committee to administer international legislation, as well as 
to act as the legal executor against transnational crime such as organ trafficking.11 The United 
Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons presses for the ratification of 
this resolution and has executed guidelines with the Council of Europe called “Trafficking in 
Organs, Tissues and Cells and Trafficking in Human Beings for the Purpose of the Removal of 
Organs.”12 This medical collaboration constitutes the basis of United Nations international 
legislation on the subject and is the charter by which the Commission on the Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice uses to fight organ trafficking as established in Resolution 23/2 “Preventing  
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and combating trafficking in human organs and trafficking in persons for the purpose of organ 
removal.”13  

The United Nations Human Rights Council has additionally provided support in 
A/71/L.80, “Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human 
Trafficking.” Put forth in 2013, these guidelines were established by the Special Reporter on 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children as a collaboration between WHO and 
UNODC. The UNHRC also promotes the Inter-Agency Coordination Group Against Trafficking 
in Persons (ICAT), which mandates policy and issue briefs to member states in order to 
aggrandize the international effort against the organ trade.14 The OHCHR and ICAT have 
collaborated to offer multiple briefs on trafficking such as “Providing Effective Remedies for 
Victims of Trafficking in Persons” (2016), in addition to heading campaigns on the subject. In 
Resolution WHA57/18, the 57th Convention for the World Health Assembly in which urged the 
Director-General to mandate legislation from member states to protect the most vulnerable 
demographics susceptible to having organs trafficked, as well as further expanded upon medical 
collaborations and health instruments to support victims of the trade.15 In 2006, the Protocol to 
the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine concerning Transplantation of Organs and 
Tissues of Human Origin was passed and it ensures the rights of organ donors and the proper 
grounds of consent as they relate to the potential transaction of organs and all interactions 
between medical participants.16 In 2017, the United Nations Security Council passed Resolution 
2388, condemning the increasing organ trafficking in many Asian markets by the Islamic State. 
The turning of terrorist organizations to the organ trade for profit has also prompted Security 
Council Resolution 2331, which additionally cites the human rights abuses proliferating within 
Asian markets as they relate to organ trafficking. The China Tribunal has also worked with the 
United Nations Human Rights Council to stop the rapid expansion of organ trafficking within the 
Chinese market, drafting public declarations and consolidating legal efforts on behalf of 
victims.17 
 

CASE STUDY: Organ Harvesting in China 

For decades, organ harvesting and trafficking in the People’s Republic of China has been 
a major issue. According to statistics, over 1.5 million detainees, political prisoners, and 
individuals held in Chinese prison camps are being murdered solely for their organs.18 Of that 
population, 65,000 were Falun Gong practitioners, according to Ethan Gutmann (an American 
writer), known for exposing the corruption of the Chinese government and their close ties to the 
international Black market and criminal underworld.19 Since 2000, the number of organ 
transplants performed in China increased rapidly, despite having one of the fewest organ 
donation rates in the world.20 This time frame directly corresponds with the onset of the 
persecution of tens of thousands of Falun Gong practitioners who were sent to labor camps and 
detention centers.  

Falun Gong is a religious movement in China that started in the 1990s. As the group’s 
main focus was on spirituality and traditional Taoist traditions, the Chinese Communist Party 
labeled it as a cult and deemed it a threat to the values and authority of the government. Thus, 
starting in the early 2000s, the government heavily persecuted followers of the movement. Prior 
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to this, in 1998, China reported only 3,596 kidney transplants annually. However by 2005, 
following the persecution of Falun Gong, the number of transplants had risen drastically to 
roughly 10,000.21 Additionally, the number of facilities performing kidney transplants increased 
from 106 to 368 between 2001 and 2005, indicating that the increase in available organs and 
operations was due to the harvesting and trafficking of organs from Falun Gong prisoners.22 

More recently, evidence indicates that the Chinese government and officials have also 
started to harvest and traffick organs from other persecuted groups such as the Uyghur Muslims 
and Tibetans who are currently being held in internment and re-education camps. According to 
reports, up to 1.5 million Uyghurs are being held in the re-education camps, and thousands 
undergo forced organ removal.23 In the camps, kidneys, hearts, livers, lungs, and cornea are the 
most harvested organs, which are then sold and trafficked to countries in the Middle East, such 
as Saudi Arabia, as Uyghur organs are preferred and considered Halal.24 The trafficking of 
Uyghur Muslim organs subsequently attracts more Muslim clients, ultimately fueling the organ 
trafficking trade in China. 

In another recent case, a group of six people in China, including several doctors, were 
jailed for illegally harvesting and trafficking organs from accident victims. From 2017-2018, the 
group removed and trafficked the livers and kidneys from eleven people at a hospital in the 
Southern Anhui province.25  

In China, the organ transplant trade is worth roughly $1 billion a year, with many of the 
trafficked and harvested organs going to corrupt elite officials and their families. Organs that are 
not used for transplants in China are then shipped overseas through the black market and end up 
across the globe. China’s organ trafficking problem is in part due to the fact that there is a huge 
shortage of organs and voluntary public organ donations. In China, organ donation, both 
voluntary and involuntary, goes against Chinese tradition and culture, which emphasizes keeping 
the corpse of a deceased individual intact.  

Thus, in response to the organ trafficking crisis in China, many governments and 
international bodies have taken action to increase pressure on China, in hopes of ultimately 
ending the nation’s rampant organ trafficking problem. In 2019, Hamid Sabi, Counsel to the 
independent China Tribunal, announced to the United Nations Human Rights Council that China 
was guilty of forced organ harvesting and trafficking. The tribunal was initially started by the 
non-profit organization, the International Coalition to End Transplant Abuse in China. Since 
then, many governments and organizations worldwide have heightened their efforts to combat 
organ harvesting and trafficking in China.26  
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QUESTIONS 
1. Has there been any legislation passed in your country to prevent the trafficking of organs 

around the world? 
2. Has your country worked with the United Nations, or any foreign influence to prevent 

organ trafficking within your borders? 
3. How can developing nations, where black markets are prevalent, go about stopping the 

trafficking of organs? 
4. Are there any past examples of successful nations that have ended the organ trafficking 

market? If so what are they? 
5. Organ trafficking is not only prevalent in developing nations. Due to this, what steps can 

developed nations take to lower their own rates of organ trafficking? 
6. Where is the best place to begin ending organ harvesting?; at the buyer? or at the seller? 
7. How can nations and international bodies increase transparency amongst law 

enforcement, government officials, and medical professionals in high-risk nations?  
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