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Welcome Letter

Dear Delegates,

On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model United Nations Program,
we would like to welcome you to our Surf City XIX advanced conference!

Our annual Surf City conference upholds the principles and intended purpose of
the United Nations. Delegates can expect to partake in a professional, well-run
debate that simulates the very issues that those at the United Nations discuss every
day. Both novel and traditional ideas will be shared, challenged, and improved.

It is our hope that all delegates will receive the opportunity to enhance their
research, public speaking, and communication skills as they explore the intricacies
of global concerns through various perspectives, some of which may be very
different from their own. We hope their experiences here give them new insight
and values that they can apply outside of the realm of Model UN for the betterment
of the world community.

Please do not hesitate to approach our Secretariat or Staff Members with any
questions or concerns that you may have throughout the day. We wish the best to
all our participants and hope that they may share a fulfilling experience with us!

Enjoy the conference!

Sincerely,

__________________________ __________________________
Zach Bernstein Vivian Bui
Secretary General Secretary General

__________________________ __________________________
Lauren Le Alison Miu-Martinez
Secretary General Secretary General
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Meet The Dais

Danielle Ito
Hi, everyone! My name is Danielle Ito (she/her), and I am a senior as well as one of your chairs
for UNHCR. For the past four years, I have enjoyed being a part of Huntington Beach High
School’s MUN program as we delve deeper into pertinent sociopolitical issues, then develop
pragmatic solutions and compassion for the world around us. On campus, I am a Senior Teacher
for one of our freshman MUN classes, National Honor Society’s President of Internal Affairs,
founder of the Make-A-Wish Club, President of Link Crew, and a part of the track and field
team. Outside of school, I competed in gymnastics for nine years, while also being the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society’s Student Lead and a Girl Scout. I cannot wait to meet all of you during
the Surf City conference! Good luck and as always, have fun!

Velmar Amador-Lankster
Hey everyone! My name is Velmar (she/her), and I will be one of your chairs for Surf City XIX!
I am currently a senior at HBHS, and I have been a part of the Model United Nations program
since freshman year. MUN has provided me with numerous opportunities to expand my
knowledge of the global political sphere as well as develop my skills as a speaker and researcher.
Aside from MUN, I am a member of the National Honors Society and the California Scholarship
Federation, both of which have allowed me to volunteer and give back to my community.
Outside of school, I love to spend time with my family and friends, explore new places, and
listen to music. I look forward to meeting you all in committee, and I am very excited to hear all
of your innovative and outside-the-box ideas! I hope this conference provides you with the
opportunity to learn and grow in your understanding of the world and all of its complexities. I
have no doubt you will all do amazing in committee and show off all of the hard work you have
put into preparing for this conference. Best of luck to you! You’ve got this.

Amelia Burton
Hello, delegates! My name is Amelia, and I am so happy to have the opportunity to be one of
your chairs for this year’s Surf City conference! I am currently a senior at Huntington Beach
High School. This is my fourth year in the HBHS Model United Nations program. Throughout
my MUN experience, I have learned to love this program and all it has done for me. It has
improved my public speaking abilities. It has also helped me know more about pressing issues in
today’s society and adequately research and have educated opinions on them. Outside of MUN, I
love dancing, art, and writing articles for Seacliff Living. I am also a part of the National Honors
Society and Girl Scouts. I can’t wait to hear all of your unique ideas and solutions for our
pressing topics! I’m confident that all of you will do great in committee, even though the online
setup may be a little bit different. Have fun and good luck!!

All Papers are due on JANUARY 30, 2022 by 11:59pm to
surfcitymun.unhcr@gmail.com
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Topic A: The Influx of Refugees Entering

Europe

Background
Amidst the Arab Spring in 2011 and consequential conflicts across North Africa and the

Middle East, more than 1.9 million migrants fled to Europe in 2015; however, this dramatic and
sudden influx resulted in one of worst refugee migrations since World War II, exacerbating
Europe’s lack of humanitarian preparation and political polarization.1 With 23 million of the 84
million forcibly displaced individuals residing in the 45 European countries, Europe endures the
lingering effects of neighboring conflicts, including the Syrian Civil War.2 Since Syrian citizens
protested against President Bashar al-Assad’s corrupt leadership and lack of democratic
accountability in 2011, the violence between al-Assad’s military and extremist organizations,
such as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and Jabhat al-Nusra, ensues, collectively killing
over 13,000 children throughout the past ten years.3 With imminent threat, poverty, and crippling
economy, 6.6 million Syrian refugees fled to 130 countries with 1 million currently in Europe.
59% of this one million migrants reside in Germany and 11% reside in Sweden; however, the
slow asylum system only granted asylum to 521,000 migrants in 2020, therefore, 3.6 million
people wait for asylum in Turkey, which is the largest refugee population in a single nation.4

Since nations closed their borders in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the European Union
only granted 1.9 million first residence permits, a 1.1 million decrease from the previous year.5
As the borders reopen, migration into Europe increased by 64% in comparison to the previous
year, forcing European nations to confront this massive inundation.6

Since 2001, war between the Taliban, or the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, and United
States has perpetrated continual violence with air strikes and suicide bombings as more than 545
children were killed and 1,149 civilians were injured.7 This ongoing conflict resulted in 20,000
new displacements in March 2015, demonstrating a 55% increase in violence-related
displacements and contributing to the 850,000 internally displaced population.8 Due to the
Taliban’s recent takeover of the nation’s capital, Kabul, in August 2021, the European Union
evacuated 22,000 Afghans, 45% of which being children. Although 61% of asylum seekers from
Afghanistan received international and legal protection in November 2020, only 3,900 were
granted full asylum status in Europe.9 With the Taliban’s recent leadership and hostility, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) predicts that by December 2021,
nearly half a million civilians from Afghanistan will seek refuge in neighboring regions,
especially Europe which has already received over 57,000 asylum applications from Afghanistan
in the past 6 years.10 As this rate increased by 15% in the last three months, Ylva Johansson, the
EU Home Affairs Commissioner, encouraged European nations to accept these Afghan refugees
and not deport them to their home country; however, this suggestion was met with resistance
from Austria, Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, Greece and Germany who support deporting
migrants if their asylum applications are denied.11 Although the United Kingdom committed to
accepting 20,000 Afghan refugees over a five-year duration, their Nationality and Borders Bill
threatens the refugee status of 21,600 migrants currently seeking asylum with deportation and
criminal charges.12 The political hesitancy toward European migration manifests into police
violence and potential hybrid warfare, where 7000 migrants, mostly deriving from Afghanistan,
were beaten by Polish police when trying to cross into EU countries through Belarus.13 With

Surf City XIX UNHCR



increasing nativism and political division, 82% of migrants experienced racist encounters in
Europe, while an additional 35% endured violence from law enforcement.14

Additionally, 4.6 refugees in Europe came from Africa, most notably Somalia where the
Islamist extremist group, Al-Shabaab, and military forces of African Union Mission to Somalia
and Somali National Armed Forces fight for territory and administer public executions.15 To
escape these atrocities, 60% of Somalian refugees use rubber boats to cross the Mediterranean
Sea in hopes of reaching Italy and other coastal nations; however, since 2000, 22,400 refugees
died during this dangerous journey, making the Mediterranean the most deadly border according
to the International Organization for Migration (IOM).16 Although flying by airplane is 95%
cheaper than traveling by raft in the lethal seas, EU Carrier Sanctions Directive 2001/51/EC
enforces sanctions and penalties of €3000 on airlines who transport individuals without proper
documentation.17 Because of this law, 97,354 refugees result to illegal matters for relocation,
including smuggling in which 55,000 African migrants are smuggled into Europe annually, thus
producing over $150 million for criminals.18 Refugees pay about $2000 to $10,000 to be illegally
transported through the Mediterranean Sea or Balkan route with fraudulent documents, but this
smuggling endangers the migrants’ lives with inhuman conditions. When attempting to enter
Austria in a refrigeration truck, Austrian authorities discovered 71 dead refugees near the
Hungary border after being neglected and trapped by their smugglers.19 With 3600 refugees
dying or disappearing during people smuggling, the UN urges for safer pathways and more
accessible legal protection.20

Since refugees endure the treacherous journey to asylum and 92.5% experience
traumatizing violence, over 50% of adult refugees and 33% of child refugees in Germany suffer
from a mental illness, in particular post traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD.21 In Switzerland and
Sweden, a collective total of 53.4% of newly-arrived refugees experience PTSD with these
symptoms lingering even 6 to 22 years after initially entering the country.22 While pre-migration
aspects, such as war, contribute to about 65% of PTSD cases, post-migration conditions, such as
familial separation, lack of basic necessities, and struggles to receive asylum, result in the
remaining 35% of these instances.23 With 10,500 unaccompanied minors fleeing to Italy in 2014,
these children are 12 times more susceptible to developing PTSD, anxiety, or depression in
comparison to European-born citizens.24 Although refugees in Europe are five times more likely
to have a mental illness in comparison to the general population, they are 15 times less likely to
receive the proper medical and psychological support, further exacerbating this healthcare
disparity.25 Other health concerns include malaria with a morbidity rate of 17%, upper respiratory
tract infections with a rate of 18%, and lower respiratory tract infections with a rate of 6%,
accounting for the top three causes of death among refugees. Additionally, migrants contribute to
35% of the new human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome (AIDS) cases. 26

As of September 2021, there were 36.2 million COVID-19 cases and 750,000 related
deaths in Europe; however, refugees are 2 to 5 times more likely to die after contracting
COVID-19.27 In France, excess mortality rates are 54% higher among refugees from Northwest
Africa, while they are 114% higher among East African refugees. Since migrants are twice as
likely to live in crowded homes, those within the respective region became increasingly
vulnerable to contraction.28 Although Portugal temporarily provided more inclusive healthcare
for refugees under their National Health Service and Sweden’s Cooperativefor Migrant Unions
educated people about COVID-19, 73% of refugees lack consistent access to medical services.
The COVID-19 pandemic additionally worsened refugee unemployment rates, seeing that
migrants are twice as likely to be unemployed when compared to European-born citizens.
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United Nations Involvement
To address the continuing European refugee crisis, the UNHCR currently occupies one

Regional Bureau and 37 offices across 49 European nations.29 The UNHCR expands upon the
guidelines created during the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, in which 149
member states, including EU nations, explicitly defined a refugee as individuals who are “unable
or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political
opinion.”30 In accordance with the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and European Union’s Charter of Fundamental Rights,
the 1951 Convention declares that people have an internationally protected right to leave their
home country when confronted by imminent threat and receive an education, occupation, and
legal protection in the country they fled to.

In response to the surge of 2 million refugees traveling to Europe in 2016, the United
Nations General Assembly organized the High-Level Summit to Address Large Movements of
Refugees and Migrants on September 19, 2016 in order to create a cohesive, humane plan for
addressing this historical migrant crisis.31 This unprecedented meeting for the Heads of State and
Government associates successfully produced A/71/PV.6B, which addresses the importance of
host and transit countries to alleviate pressure on Germany, Sweden, Italy, France, Hungary, and
the UK, who received 75% of all asylum applications in 2014.32 The document calls for civil
security and peace considering that 67% of refugees entering Europe derived from Syria, Libya,
Afghanistan in 2016 as a result of terrorism and violence.33 While A/71/PV.6B praises programs,
such as the European Union-Horn of Africa Migration Route Initiative and the Regional
Initiative on Human Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants, for decreasing smuggling rates by
15%, the UN also acknowledges that Europe is in dire need for security as 17,000 refugees
disappeared after arriving in Europe between 2015 and May 2016 as a result of smuggling.34

Although the 1974 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law of the SEA (UNCLOS) require sailors to rescue
individuals, including refugees, at sea, there were 3,166 migrant deaths in the Mediterranean Sea
from August 2015 to September 2016, therefore, this document and the High-Level Summit
deliberate about safer passageways for refugees seeking asylum in Europe.

Following the High-Level Summit to Address Large Movements of Refugees and
Migrants, the UN also created the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants
(A/RES/71/1), which emphasizes political cooperation among European nations and the
international community by creating labor mobility and education schemes, collaborating with
the International Organization for Migration, and ensuring human rights, especially for women
who constitute 51.6% of the refugee population in Europe.35 36 While this document successfully
encouraged governments to create regional projects, such as Europe’s International Cities
Program to encourage ethnic diversity, there is an evident lack of protection for female migrants,
considering that at least 20% of female refugees in Europe experienced sexual abuse and
gender-based violence (GBV) during their journey to asylum.37 38 Created in 2015, the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development reiterates the need for improved living standards and
political inclusivity for refugees in Europe as mentioned in paragraph 23, which emphasizes that
80% of refugees experience poverty.39 Although the UN strives to end poverty with Sustainable
Development Goal 1, migrants in Europe are twice as likely to earn less than $1.25 a day when
compared to native-born citizens.40
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Case Study: Syrian Refugees Entering Europe
Since the civil war in Syria began in 2011, government forces and pro-government

militias have continued to attack civilian areas. Government forces also arrest and torture those
they perceive as opponents. While non-state armed groups opposing the government also are
responsible for war crimes and other serious abuses, such as attacks on civilians, the use of child
soldiers, kidnapping, and torture. More than 13,000 children have been killed since the beginning
of the Syrian conflict, with 3,500 killed in 2014. Numerous armed groups recruit children as
soldiers, sending boys as young as 15 into battle.41 After ten years, Syria remains the world’s
largest refugee crisis. More than 6.6 million Syrians have been forced to flee their country since
2011, and another 6.7 million people remain internally displaced. The vast majority,
approximately 5.5 million refugees, found refuge in neighboring countries, primarily in Turkey,
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Egypt.

Nearly 11.1 million people in Syria need humanitarian assistance. Moreover, about half
of the people affected by the Syrian refugee crisis are children. Poverty and unemployment are
some of the biggest challenges Syrian refugees face, exacerbated during the COVID-19
pandemic. More than 70 percent of Syrian refugees live in poverty, while the 5.4 million Syrian
refugees abroad were pushed into poverty in the immediate aftermath of the pandemic. Millions
lost their livelihoods and are increasingly unable to meet their basic needs, including accessing
clean water, electricity, food, medicine, and paying rent. The economic downturn also exposed
them to multiple protection risks, such as child labor, gender-based violence, early marriage, and
other forms of exploitation. Refugees living in refugee camps or camp-like situations face an
increased risk of COVID-19 infection. Overcrowded conditions in refugee camps make it
challenging to practice public health measures like frequent handwashing and physical
distancing.42

The majority of Syrian refugees, about 5.6 million, have fled across borders to
neighboring countries but remain in the Middle East. Nearly 3.7 million Syrian refugees are in
Turkey, the largest refugee population worldwide. About 90% of Syrians in Turkey live outside
refugee camps and have limited access to essential services. An estimated 855,000 Syrian
refugees make up about one-eighth of Lebanon’s population. Many live in primitive conditions
in informal tented settlements, not official refugee camps. With few legal opportunities to earn
money, they struggle to afford residency fees, rent, utilities, and food. There are 668,000 Syrian
refugees in Jordan. Some 120,000 people live in Za’atari and Azraq refugee camps, where aid
groups have converted desert wastes into cities. About 247,000 Syrian refugees are in Iraq. Most
are in the Kurdistan Region in the north, where more than a million Iraqis fled to escape ISIS.
Most refugees are integrated into communities, putting a strain on services. Furthermore,
approximately 132,000 Syrian refugees are in Egypt.43

At the peak of the European migrant crisis in 2015, 1.3 million Syrians requested asylum
in Europe. However, the number of new asylum-seekers has declined significantly since then.
This decreasing number is due to the geographical distance between Syria and Europe and the
increasing difficulty accessing the EU. Legal channels to enter the European Union have been
closed almost entirely, and all European embassies have closed.44 The only available travel routes
for Syrians to access Europe, the Balkans, and the Mediterranean Sea are both dangerous and
have cost tens of thousands of refugees their lives.45 The Balkans Route became famous with the
2015 European refugee crisis. Hundreds of thousands of refugees and other migrants, mainly
from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and north and sub-Saharan Africa, attempt to travel to
Northern Europe.46 Thousands of refugees and migrants have also crossed the Mediterranean
Sea, traveling on unsafe boats and dinghies in terrible conditions. Many more tried but did not
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make it. In mid-April 2015, 800 people died in the largest refugee shipwreck on record,
highlighting a staggering increase in refugees and migrants dying or missing at sea.47

The EU encountered a large-scale refugee crisis back in 2015 and 2016, given the conflict
in Syria. According to the region's statistics office, over 1.2 million people applied for asylum in
2015 in the EU. One of the essential parts of the EU's solution to the 2015 refugee crisis was
signing a deal that funneled 6 billion euros ($7.03 billion) to Turkey, creating a buffer zone to
slow down the influx of refugees.48 The European Union created financing of reception and
detention centers, the funding of border surveillance, equipment, the training of border and coast
guards, and information-sharing networks. Turkey, the host to the world's largest refugee
population at 4 million people, also sees internal division over the issue. In 2016, the European
Union made a refugee deal with Turkey: The EU - Turkey Refugee Deal. This deal allows all
irregular Syrian refugees crossing from Turkey into Greece to be returned to Turkey.  The deal
further stipulates that every Syrian refugee sent back to Turkey, one Syrian refugee sent back to
Turkey, one Syrian refugee already in Turkey is to be resettled in the EU. As of February 2017,
only 13,968 of the agreed 22,504 refugees were resettled in the European Union.49

Since the early 200s, racism in Europe has become more open with protests and electoral
successes of right-wing forces, which combine fierce nationalism and thinly veiled racism,
directed primarily against refugees and migrant workers of color, especially Muslims: the
primary religion of many Syrians. This xenophobia is shown through the integration systems the
European have put in place, such as the "Dublin" system.50 The purpose of the "Dublin" system,
adopted in 2003, is to determine which State is responsible for examining an asylum application
and ensuring that each claim gets a fair examination in one Member State. The "Dublin" system
operates on the assumption that, as the asylum laws and practices of the EU States are based on
the same common standards, they allow asylum seekers to enjoy similar levels of protection in
all EU Member States. In reality, however, asylum legislation and practice still vary widely from
country to country, causing asylum-seekers to receive different treatment across Europe. The
"Dublin" system increases pressures on the external border regions of the EU and harshly
disrupts the lives of those fleeing to Europe for protection.51 Two of the countries sending the
most Dublin transfers, Germany and Sweden, have been amongst the European Union's top five
destinations for asylum applicants since 2008. Germany alone received close to 130,000 asylum
applications in 2013, almost twice as many as the other four top Dublin receiving states
combined (Italy, Poland, Belgium, and Spain). Many applicants for asylum in Germany and
Sweden arrived via border states such as Italy and Greece. If the transfer or fingerprinting
mechanisms were implemented more effectively, the shift of responsibility to border states would
likely be more substantial.52 It is a dysfunctional and inadequate way for dealing with the
massive influx of refugees by land and sea since it places the sole burden on EU border states.
The European Union failed to effectively remodel the System and agree on a new distribution
key that ensures that burgers are shared equitably and upholds human rights standards and
principles.

European Member States committed to resettling 160,000 asylum seekers from Greece
and Italy by September 2017 through the EU Temporary Relocation System. The System failed
due to the lack of political will and compliance of member states. By March 2017, only 13,546
asylum seekers were relocated, eight percent of the total number legally foreseen. Furthermore,
by November 2017, 31,472 asylum seekers were relocated, which was less than 20% of the
relocation commitment. As shown through the EU - Turkey Refugee Deal, “Dublin” system, and
EU Temporary Relocation System, the European Union has so far failed to adopt a common
response to the Syrian refugee crisis.53
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Questions to Consider
1. How has your country helped European nations as they experience a dramatic influx in

the amount of refugees entering the region? What has your country done previously to aid
refugees internationally?

2. Is your country currently involved with the armed conflicts contributing to the European
refugee crisis? How does your country plan to mitigate this violence and protect refugees
fleeing these situations?

3. Have your country’s immigration and asylum policies changed as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic? How could this impact the topic at hand?

4. Is your country willing and open to accepting refugees? If so, what steps can your
country take to get the refugees legally documented to lessen their vulnerability to
trafficking and smuggling?

5. What measures can be taken to prevent the violation of human rights in refugee camps
and other settings?

6. If your country does not actively accept refugees into your borders, what can your
country do to provide assistance to other nations that do accept refugees into their
borders?

Surf City XIX UNHCR



Endnotes
1. https://www.theatlantic.com/notes/2015/09/europe-refugee-crisis-war/403315/
2. https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/europe.html
3.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do
4.
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20O
nward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021.pdf
5.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/statistic
s-migration-europe_en
6. https://www.dw.com/en/is-europe-ready-for-a-post-covid-migration-wave/a-59425211
7.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do
8.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do
9.
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20
Onward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021
.pdf
10.
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/18/europe-fears-a-repeat-of-2015-refugee-crisis-as-afghanistan-c
ollapses.html
11. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53925209
12.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/uk-law-asylum-seekers-migrants-could-be-jailed-up-to-four-years/
13.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/belarus-migrants-lukashenko-europe/2021/11/18
/674c7ad0-47e9-11ec-beca-3cc7103bd814_story.html
14.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/belarus-poland-border-migrant-crisis-europe-iraq-rcna5988
15.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do
16.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/07/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-italy-passes-50000
17.
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2015/09/12/why-do-refugees-risk-the-deadly-boat-crossi
ng-to-europe-its-the-law/
18. https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/crimes/migrant-smuggling.html
19.
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2015/12/56ec1ebde/2015-year-europes-refugee-crisis.html
20. https://www.unhcr.org/flagship-reports/globaltrends/

Surf City XIX UNHCR

https://www.theatlantic.com/notes/2015/09/europe-refugee-crisis-war/403315/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/europe.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20Onward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20Onward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/statistics-migration-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/statistics-migration-europe_en
https://www.dw.com/en/is-europe-ready-for-a-post-covid-migration-wave/a-59425211
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20Onward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20Onward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Statistical%20Fact%20sheet%20-%20Onward%20movements%20of%20Afghan%20refugees%20January%20-%20February%202021.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/18/europe-fears-a-repeat-of-2015-refugee-crisis-as-afghanistan-collapses.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/18/europe-fears-a-repeat-of-2015-refugee-crisis-as-afghanistan-collapses.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53925209
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/uk-law-asylum-seekers-migrants-could-be-jailed-up-to-four-years/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/belarus-migrants-lukashenko-europe/2021/11/18/674c7ad0-47e9-11ec-beca-3cc7103bd814_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/belarus-migrants-lukashenko-europe/2021/11/18/674c7ad0-47e9-11ec-beca-3cc7103bd814_story.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/belarus-poland-border-migrant-crisis-europe-iraq-rcna5988
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/07/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-italy-passes-50000
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2015/09/12/why-do-refugees-risk-the-deadly-boat-crossing-to-europe-its-the-law/
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2015/09/12/why-do-refugees-risk-the-deadly-boat-crossing-to-europe-its-the-law/
https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/crimes/migrant-smuggling.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2015/12/56ec1ebde/2015-year-europes-refugee-crisis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/flagship-reports/globaltrends/


21.
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/statistics/mental-health-statistics-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
22. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5624244/
23.
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpie-integration-futures-health_f
inal.pdf
24. https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/access-to-healthcare.html
25.
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/pandemic-exposes-gaps-european-migrant-health-policies
26.
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/statistics/mental-health-statistics-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
27.
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/foresight/potential-migration-implications-covid-19-crisis_en
28. https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/covid-19-migrants-refugees-and-asylum
29. https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/europe.html
30.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do
31. https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/europe-and-refugee-crisis-challenge-our-civilization
32.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do#
33.
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/PV.6%20B&referer=http%3A//ww
w.un.org/en/documents/index.html&Lang=E%20
34. https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/summit
35.
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/gender-and-migration#:~:text=Female%20migrants
%20comprise%20slightly%20more,(UN%20DESA%2C%202020).
36. https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/1
37. https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
38. https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
39. https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development.html
40.
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Migrant_integration_statistics_-
_at_risk_of_poverty_and_social_exclusion
41.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu
-should-do
42. https://www.unrefugees.org/news/syria-refugee-crisis-explained/
43. https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syrian-refugee-crisis-facts#where
44. https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4590&context=etd
45.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/01/refugee-crisis-europe-mediterranean-r
acism-incarceration
46. https://www.refugeesintowns.org/balkans-route

Surf City XIX UNHCR

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/statistics/mental-health-statistics-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5624244/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpie-integration-futures-health_final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpie-integration-futures-health_final.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/access-to-healthcare.html
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/pandemic-exposes-gaps-european-migrant-health-policies
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/statistics/mental-health-statistics-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/foresight/potential-migration-implications-covid-19-crisis_en
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/covid-19-migrants-refugees-and-asylum
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/europe.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/europe-and-refugee-crisis-challenge-our-civilization
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do#
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do#
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/PV.6%20B&referer=http%3A//www.un.org/en/documents/index.html&Lang=E%20
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/PV.6%20B&referer=http%3A//www.un.org/en/documents/index.html&Lang=E%20
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/summit
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/gender-and-migration#:~:text=Female%20migrants%20comprise%20slightly%20more,(UN%20DESA%2C%202020)
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/gender-and-migration#:~:text=Female%20migrants%20comprise%20slightly%20more,(UN%20DESA%2C%202020)
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/1
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Migrant_integration_statistics_-_at_risk_of_poverty_and_social_exclusion
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Migrant_integration_statistics_-_at_risk_of_poverty_and_social_exclusion
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
https://www.unrefugees.org/news/syria-refugee-crisis-explained/
https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syrian-refugee-crisis-facts#where
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4590&context=etd
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/01/refugee-crisis-europe-mediterranean-racism-incarceration
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/01/refugee-crisis-europe-mediterranean-racism-incarceration
https://www.refugeesintowns.org/balkans-route


47.
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection/operations/5592bd059/sea-route-europe-mediterranean-p
assage-age-refugees.html
48.
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/18/europe-fears-a-repeat-of-2015-refugee-crisis-as-afghanistan-c
ollapses.html
49.
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/eu-turkey-deal-five-years-on#:~:text=The%202016%20d
eal%20promised%20the,more%20than%201.8%20million%20refugees.
50. https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.18772/22019033061.9?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
51. https://www.unhcr.org/4a9d13d59.pdf
52.
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/MPIe-Asylum-DublinReg.pdf
53. http://aei.pitt.edu/67888/1/SCandEG_RefugeeRelocationProgramme_0.pdf

Surf City XIX UNHCR

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection/operations/5592bd059/sea-route-europe-mediterranean-passage-age-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection/operations/5592bd059/sea-route-europe-mediterranean-passage-age-refugees.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/18/europe-fears-a-repeat-of-2015-refugee-crisis-as-afghanistan-collapses.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/18/europe-fears-a-repeat-of-2015-refugee-crisis-as-afghanistan-collapses.html
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/eu-turkey-deal-five-years-on#:~:text=The%202016%20deal%20promised%20the,more%20than%201.8%20million%20refugees
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/eu-turkey-deal-five-years-on#:~:text=The%202016%20deal%20promised%20the,more%20than%201.8%20million%20refugees
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.18772/22019033061.9?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.unhcr.org/4a9d13d59.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/MPIe-Asylum-DublinReg.pdf
http://aei.pitt.edu/67888/1/SCandEG_RefugeeRelocationProgramme_0.pdf


Topic B: Reintegrating Refugees into

Urban Society

Background
Recognizing that approximately 60 percent of the world’s refugees reside in non-camp

settings, the complex process of reintegrating refugees into urban settings has become a pertinent
topic to address.54 Currently, approximately 17.5 million refugees worldwide reside in urban
areas as opposed to refugee camps.55 Refugees who enter a country with the intention to settle in
urban regions rather than in refugee camps are known as urban refugees.56 Urban refugees decide
to reside in urban areas for numerous reasons: to gain access to medical aid not otherwise
provided in camps, pursue higher educational opportunities, and acquire protection from
persecution that may be present in refugee camps.57 Particularly for refugees fleeing from
war-torn nations or political turmoil, relocating to urban settings often provides them with
greater prospects due to the fact that cities can supply services that refugee camps cannot. Due to
the poor and unhygienic conditions of refugee camps, which often suffer from overcrowding and
lack of basic resources, refugees enter cities in search of stable jobs and housing, education,
social and cultural acceptance, and health security. However, this exponential increase in demand
for the reintegration of refugees into urban settings has shown to comprise its own economic and
cultural challenges, for both the refugees and the host nations.

Urban refugees typically encounter challenges and barriers distinctive to urban society,
such as in areas of health, education, and employment. In light of the fact that a substantial
number of refugees lack education, health services, and steady incomes, they are often denied
work permits and pushed to work in poorly paid jobs where they are more likely to be
exploited.58 Along with this, when refugees relocate to urban environments, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) no longer has the legal ability to protect and secure
the rights of urban refugees as carefully as in camps. Perpetuating an environment of xenophobia
and non-acceptance, misconceptions about urban refugees contribute to hardships in
resettlement. Even in nations where they are protected by laws, urban refugees experience
frequent harassment from law enforcement, in the form of public beatings and unlawful
detention.59 Contrary to public perception, the presence of refugees and asylum seekers does not
lead to an increase in crime; in fact, there is evidence that refugee and migrant communities
across low, medium, and upper-income settings are actually found to have lower crime rates
compared to the national average.60

For host nations, particularly those that lack government stability and the proper financial
and infrastructural resources, the reintegration of refugees into urban settings can strain the
nation’s economic and social status.61 Recognizing that refugees often enter a foreign country
with few resources and limited education, they often rely on their host nation to provide them
with assistance for housing, healthcare, and other expenses.62 While fully-integrated refugees
have been known to contribute to the financial and social growth of their host nation, the
resources a nation must invest in their refugee population in order to fully integrate them are
significant. Globally, 85 percent of  refugees are hosted by low and middle-income developing
nations that do not have the financial resources to provide for the needs of refugees without
subjecting their native populations to bear the consequences.63 Keeping in mind that most
refugees reside in their host country for years, of which, nearly half of those are protected under
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the UNHCR mandate and remain in their host country for more than a decade. Due to the social
and financial strains of reintegrating refugees, host governments typically favor refugee camps
because they prefer to contain any and all potential dangers brought into the country by refugees
in a designated area, as well as hold the international community accountable for the care of the
refugees. The responsibility to host large populations of refugees often falls on a few nations, as
many nations refuse to accept refugees on account of the financial and social strains that are
attached to reintegrating refugees into urban society.64 Nations like Lebanon currently host more
refugees in proportion to their total population than any other countries. With a population of 6.8
million, Lebanon currently has 1.5 million Syrian refugees residing within its borders. Despite its
own ravaged state as a result of a long-standing civil war that took place from 1975 to 1990,
Lebanon has taken great responsibility to provide refuge to the most vulnerable.65

Current conflicts, one being the political crisis in Venezuela, has exacerbated the influx of
people looking for refuge in neighboring nations. As of June of 2021, there are more than 5.6
million Venezuelans fleeing their homes, of which 4.6 million seek refuge in neighboring
countries, such as Combombia, Peru, and Chile.66 Colombia has been impacted the greatest, as
they have accepted approximately 1.7 million Venezuelan refugees into their borders as of
January of 2021.67 Although nations have kept an open-door policy as an initiative to be as
accommodating as possible in this refugee crisis, countries like Brazil and Colombia have begun
to tighten visa requirements, increase border security, and have made it more difficult for
migrants to obtain legal status.68 This is due to the fact that the migration of Venezuelans has
been, in many ways, detrimental to the host countries’ economies, led to labor oversupply, and
has caused a lot more competition for jobs. Along with this, due to the collapse of healthcare
systems in Venezuela, the influx of migrants and refugees has also triggered the spreading of
diseases, such as Malaria and Dengue Fever, which have been carried into host nations by
migrants and refugees.69 The influx of Venezuelans into nations have resulted in the resurgence
of xenophobia against these migrants, leading to street violence and protests against the
settlement and integration of these migrants.70

Countries such as these have not been provided with the necessary resources or support to
properly assist the large number of refugees arriving at their borders. Thus, alongside with the
UNHCR and other involved non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the international
community must continue to prioritize the improvement of reintegration procedures, as well as
how to properly prepare host nations to assist refugees.

Currently, as of 2021, South Africa hosts over 266,700 refugees, 80 percent of whom fled
from politically declining nations like Somalia, Ethiopia, and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.71 In South Africa, organizational efforts have aimed to assist the host government in
providing additional support to urban refugees. For instance, an organization named Jesuit
Refugee Services (JRS) has become active in giving aid to refugees in terms of establishing
sustainable livelihoods, assisting in the creation of small businesses, and providing vocational
training. In 2017 alone, JRS was able to serve 6,644 urban refugees with resettlement efforts in
South Africa.72 In August of 2019, working alongside the Urban Refugees Incubation Program,
Urban Refugees (UR), a nonprofit international organization, facilitated training sessions on
fundraising, partnership development, and financial management with representatives of
Sudanese Women for Peace and Development Association (SWPDA). This essential service
provided by the UR has allowed for the SWPDA to create a digital database where they can
leverage the knowledge of its refugee community, aiding over 600 urban refugee women and
children in their attempt to reintegrate into society.73

The reintegration of refugees into urban society is a multifaceted issue that must be
addressed on a regional, national, and international level. Many host nations are unable to
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maintain long-term commitment to the refugee populations within their borders, which often
leads to the ineffective reintegration of urban refugees.74 Fully integrated refugees contribute to
the economy of their host nations through consumer spending, business ventures, and revitalizing
deteriorating communities. Nevertheless, the process of reintegration is costly for host nations,
thus, requiring the assistance of nonhost nations and NGOs to take part in addressing this issue.

United Nations Involvement
In 1950, the UNHCR was established with the intention to aid the millions of displaced

people who had fled or lost their homes as a result of World War II.75 However, it was not until
the 1980s when the UNHCR along with its governmental and nongovernmental partners began
to address the challenges faced by refugees and host nations with the growing population of
refugees in urban settings rather than refugee camps.76 Acknowledging that the reintegration of
refugees into urban society is a pertinent topic, the UNHCR has aimed to protect the rights of
urban refugees and facilitate skills development in order to allow refugees to live
autonomously.77 Keeping in mind that shelter is a necessity of survival, the UNHCR has vowed
to guarantee access to adequate shelter to those most vulnerable populations, including urban
refugees.78 Thus, the UNHCR has prioritized the distribution of tents, plastic sheeting, and
communal shelters to urban refugees in host nations. The UNHCR recognizes that the successful
integration of urban refugees can stimulate economic growth and the cultural development of
host communities. In response to the rising costs of hosting refugees in urban settings, the
UNHCR created the Urban Refugee Working Group in 1997, which outlined a supposed
comprehensive policy on urban refugees. However, due to inefficiencies and lack of
implementation, the UNHCR’s Evaluation and Policy Analysis Unit (EPAU) began to investigate
specific regions of the world in order to obtain a better understanding of the unique challenges
different nations experienced in 2003. While the finalized report was never publicized, the
UNHCR has upheld many of its commitments to addressing the issue of reintegrating urban
refugees.

Throughout the years, the UNHCR has played a major role in providing humanitarian aid
to refugees; raising awareness and educating nations on the rights of refugees; and has
continuously attempted to improve systems of reintegration and relocation. In the midst of civil
wars and government corruption, the UNHCR has provided humanitarian and educational aid to
improve the system of relocating refugees to urban regions. In 2009, acknowledging that many
refugees have been relocating to urban settings, the UNHCR has formed a policy called the
“Refugee Protection and Solutions in Urban Areas” that has extended protection to refugees
beyond camp-settings. Additionally, the UNHCR recognized in a subsequent 2014 Alternatives
to Camps policy that refugee camps have been discovered to foster unsustainable dependency in
refugee populations.79 In response to this, the government in Turkana County, Kenya, allocated a
piece of land, the Kalobeyei site, to the UNHCR and the Department of Refugee Affairs in order
to alleviate the Kukuma refugee camp of the large populations of South Sudanese refugees. in
June of 2015. In October of 2016, to address the rising complications in relocating urbanization
refugees, the General Assembly adopted A/RES/71/1, and specified in Operative 73 that because
60% of refugees worldwide lived in urban locations, the UN wanted to start providing assistance
to refugees and host nations to improve reintegration systems.80 After the adoption of
A/RES/71/1, 47 States committed to enhancing refugees’ access to education and social services
through legal and policy changes at the Leaders’ Summit on Refugees in 2016. In November of
2017, the  UN International Organization for Migration (IOM), along with United Cities and
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Local Governments, united over 150 cities all over the world to sign a declaration for the rights
of urban refugees.81 In the declaration, the IOM affirmed that because refugees contribute
significantly to the social, economic, and cultural development of urban communities,
governments and organizations should be proactive in assisting refugee populations.82 In October
of 2020, the UNHCR and UN Habitat comoderated a session which focused on addressing the
challenges and barriers encountered by refugees, asylum seekers, displaced people, and migrants
in urban regions.83 The approaches and guidelines discussed in the session have been utilized to
address conditions in Eastern African regions, which has led to improved refugee access to urban
services.

Case Study: Urban Displacement in Afghanistan
Afghans are the third largest refugee group worldwide, and even though enormous

returns come from Pakistan and Iran, an increasing number are being repatriated from Europe.
There was a spike in returns from Pakistan in early 2015 following the attack on a military
school in Peshawar in December 2014. Pakistani security forces and local authorities continue to
push refugees to return. During the first ten months of 2015, Pakistan deported 20,000
undocumented Afghan refugees and reported nearly 96,000 spontaneous returns of
undocumented refugees. In the same period, Iran deported nearly 200,000 undocumented Afghan
refugees and reported nearly 261,000 spontaneous returns of undocumented refugees. Germany
has recently announced a stricter refugee policy that would return most Afghan refugees (the
second-largest refugee group entering Europe after Syrians).84

Afghan refugees who have returned from Pakistan to Nangarhar province of Afghanistan,
including the city of Jalalabad, a host city for returnees and a source of migration in the South of
Asia, and its neighboring towns and districts have faced challenges. The Afghan government
took several steps to assist with returns and displacement more broadly. In 2012, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Iran, and the United Nations Refugee Agency adopted the Solutions Strategy for
Afghan Refugees to Support Voluntary Repatriation, Sustainable Reintegration, and Assistance
to Host Countries (SSAR). The Afghan government has also instituted a national IDP strategy; a
repatriation and reintegration policy; and a high commission on migration, which is led by the
president and overseen by Chief Executive Officer Abdullah Abdullah. Despite the government’s
efforts, the policy framework for reintegration remains disjointed. While the overall goal is to
support returnees’ repatriation to their areas of origin, the reality is that many ends up clustered
in urban areas.

For decades, most returnees have been displaced, with many second or third-generation
Afghans born in displacement. Having grown up outside Afghanistan, they face social and
cultural challenges upon returning to an unfamiliar country. NGOs involved in the reintegration
of returnees report challenges that young people in particular face, including feelings of
alienation from the wider community, especially in urban areas, and discrimination. Returnees
that lived in an urban area before being displaced to another urban area still face significant
difficulties, as their experience is different. Afghans repatriated from other countries, including
European countries and Australia, face similar challenges. Further, some returnees from Iran are
suffering from opium addiction, increasing their risk of involvement in criminal activities.

Women returnees face tighter social restrictions in urban areas due to losing a sense of
community. Restrictions on mobility further impede their efforts to attend school and seek health
care. Recent research on displaced women in urban areas found that they commonly experience
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significant psychosocial trauma, gender-based violence among returnee families, and an increase
in the burden of absorbing economic shocks.

Since 2002, the Nangarhar province has received the highest number of returnees after
Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. In the more desirable neighborhoods of Jalalabad city, tenets
require the first six months to one year’s rent upfront. This is impossible for returnees, especially
impoverished families who depend on daily wage labor, to pay for the cost of living one month
at a time. It is also very time-consuming to find affordable rental houses. If a returnee
successfully finds a home, they need to go through a slew of procedures for access to services,
such as processing school documents for their children, requiring several days. These
requirements burden returnees and weaken them financially by taking up time that could have
been spent working or attending to family members. With the mass return of refugees since
2002, housing rents have risen due to the dramatic increase in land prices. Many returnees,
therefore, live in informal settlements without documentation and are consequently vulnerable to
forced eviction.

Families living in rental houses are not seen as members of the community because it is
known that they could leave anytime and are not considered long-term neighbors. Renters are not
welcome in events like Kha Aw Bada. Kha is a Pashtu word for parties held because of happy
events such as an engagement or wedding party. Bada is a Pashtu word for an event held because
of something sorrowful, like when someone gets injured or dies. In either case, households invite
relatives and neighbors to participate. The role of relatives is to welcome guests and help serve
food and tea while neighbors make their houses available for out-of-town guests for one to two
days or until the event finishes. Most of the time, renters are excluded from this role in the
community.

Furthermore, renters are also excluded in the decision-making in the local Shura
(council). The Community Development Council (CDC), composed of separate groups of men
and women, is the main decision-making body for designing and implementing development
projects. For most decisions, house-owners, some of whom live away from that area, are asked to
participate in the CDC discussion instead of the person renting their unit and are actually living
in the neighborhood. Additionally, land plays an essential role in building ties through marriage.
The first or second question with marriage proposals is always whether the husband’s family
owns their home and land. The land is the most crucial thing to linking people to each other in
Nangarhar and land ownership to participate in social life.85

Accessing income-earning opportunities is among returnees’ most significant difficulties
upon return. Unemployment among returnees and IDPs is high, partly because of their limited
social connections. In addition, many returnees lack the capital to invest in informal sector
activities or buy assets to reestablish livelihoods after their return.86

Returnees may have acquired skills and knowledge valuable to vitalizing local
economies; however, there is currently no assessment of returnee skills and efforts to match them
with opportunities. Furthermore, Afghan education institutions do not accept the educational
credentials of many refugees who have studied in schools in Pakistan. Some do not attempt to
get their credentials certified because of the lengthy process and demand for bribes. Those who
have studied in smaller villages in Pakistan are unfamiliar with the educational requirements in
Afghan schools and are left frustrated.

The shortage of schools for girls in rural areas is one reason why returnees choose to
resettle in cities, but not all families have this choice, and some decide not to send their
daughters to school. Schools in urban centers are already overwhelmed, and the challenge of
absorbing students grows along with displacement to urban areas.87
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Questions to Consider
1. How can the international community improve access to healthcare for refugees in urban

settings? What has your country done to alleviate this issue nationally and
internationally?

2. With increasing nativism, xenophobia, and racism, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic, what solutions does your country suggest for racial inclusivity and migrant
acceptance in urban areas?

3. What are some approaches to better hygiene and sanitation that your country can take to
prevent the easy spread of disease between refugees?

4. Schools in urban areas are overwhelming. What has your country done to combat the
challenge of absorbing students along with displacement to urban areas?

5. How can technology play an important role in providing innovative reintegration
methods that can be beneficial to urban refugees and host communities?

6. What measures can be taken in order to protect refugees from exploitative labor practices
due to their status in a host country?
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