


Welcome Letter
Dear Delegates,

On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model United Nations Program, we would like to
welcome you to our Novice 43 conference!

Our annual Novice conference upholds the principles and intended purpose of the United Nations.
Delegates can expect to partake in a professional, well-run debate that simulates the very issues that those
at the United Nations discuss every day. Both novel and traditional ideas will be shared, challenged, and
improved.

It is our hope that all delegates will receive the opportunity to enhance their research, public speaking, and
communication skills as they explore the intricacies of global concerns through various perspectives,
some of which may be very different from their own. We hope their experiences here give them new
insight and values that they can apply outside of the realm of Model UN for the betterment of the world
community.

Although we will be entertaining a new style of a virtual conference, we hope all delegates will
experience a fruitful and enhancing debate. Please do not hesitate to approach our Secretariat or Staff
Members with any questions or concerns that you may have throughout the day. We wish the best to all
our participants and hope that they may share a fulfilling experience with us! Enjoy the conference.

Sincerely,
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Meet the Dias
Mia Fullerton
Hey Delegates! I’m Mia Fullerton, and I’m beyond grateful for the opportunity to be your Chair
for Novice. Throughout my three year long MUN career, I can confidently say my first
opportunity to chair has been one of my most anticipated experiences thus far; thank you guys
for being my guinea pigs! To ensure I am a well rounded delegate, I try my best to engage all the
MUN skills outside of the program too: creativity in my children’s book; analysis as a college
research assistant, resourcefulness through the Technical Theater program in the Huntington
Beach Academy for the Performing Arts, and not taking yourself too seriously whenever my
friends drag me out of the house. Myanmar and the ongoing Rohingya Crisis was the topic of my
first advanced conference and subsequently my first gavel, so I hold the topic close to my heart. I
cannot wait to see the hours you spend researching, writing, rehearsing, and plausibly panicking
come into fruition in a productive debate, and the three of us are honored to moderate it.

Amelia Burton
Hello Delegates! My name is Amelia Burton and I am excited to be your chair for this year’s
Novice Conference. I am currently a junior and throughout my highschool journey, MUN has
taught me so many valuable lessons and skills that I will take with me throughout the rest of my
life. I hope this committee will not only be filled with some amazing ideas and collaborations but
also serve as an opportunity for improvement and growth. In the absence of face to face debate
we hope to see some truly entrancing speeches, caucuses, and resolutions to restore the spirit of
diplomatic disagreement as best we can. At the end of the day, I want to see the same smiles and
laughs that make MUN so fun for me even through virtual debate.

Skyler Bleu
Hello Delegates! My name is Skyler Bleu, I am currently a junior at Huntington Beach High
School. I have been involved in the Model United Nations program and the HBHS cheerleading
team for the last three years and am sadly getting closer to the end. MUN has taught me many
valuable lessons that I will take with me forever; it has expanded my knowledge, boosted my
confidence, and taught me to always persevere. Unfortunately, MUN is drastically different this
year, I hope as a whole we can make the best out of this conference. I am eager to see all the hard
work and research everyone has to bring to Novice 43. Good luck delegates, can't wait to see all
your virtual faces!

All Papers are due on April 18th, 2021 by 11:59pm to
sc1novicemun@gmail.com

ROHINGYA CRISIS
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BACKGROUND
The Rohingya Muslims are an ethno religious minority group who have been persecuted

for centuries in their native Rakhine state within majority Buddhist Myanmar1. In the 19th
century, British colonial rule in Myanmar issued an unfulfilled promise of an autonomous state
for the Rohingya in exchange for support in World War II; this resulted in violent conflicts
breaking out between various ethnic and racial groups2. Independence in 1948 only grew the
animosity, with the Burmese government denying the Rohingya’s autonomous state and their
citizenship. The Rohingya are named illegal immigrants from Bangladesh despite their historical
claims in Myanmar dating back centuries, and the military junta that gained power in 1962 also
stripped the Rohingya of even more paths to citizenship in 1982, effectively naming the
Rohingya stateless. In 2014 and 2015, the Rohingya were forced to identify as Bengali to
participate in the United Nations Myanmar census and then president Thein Sein canceled
Rohingya identity cards solely to revoke their right to vote. Even with over 24,000 killed by the
military3, there has been an international reluctance to declare the crisis a genocide4.

In Maungdaw and Buthidaung, the Rohingya are only allowed to have two children5. In
the Aung Mingalar area, the government has imposed such grueling restrictions on the Muslim
natives that they are locked up in their own neighborhood6. The Burmese government bars
Rohingya children from taking national school examinations, not to mention enrolling in schools
outside camps7. The majority of Rohingya live in, or are forced to live in, the Rakhine State,
where the poverty rate is double (78 percent) that of the national average (37.5 percent)8. The
amalgamation of these egregious restrictions and inequalities have forced over one million
Rohingya from Myanmar to take refuge in neighboring Bangladesh, which has had open borders
to the Rohingya since 20179. The Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina opened the country
due in part to zakat and sadaqa, the Islamic pillars of obligatory and voluntary charity
respectively, and the faith-based persecution proving the weight of religion in the politics of this
conflict. However, Bangladesh’s benevolence comes with a cost: the influx of migrants raises
concerns of land insecurity, impacted economies, and in modern times, the spread of COVID-19.
Now Prime Minister Hasina’s current policy insteads reflects wariness, calling the Rohingya a
threat to national security10. Proving not to be a haven for the Rohingya either, those taking
refuge in Bangladesh are still not permitted to work, as well as denied access to microfinance
programs and credit in local markets11. The international community has scrambled to find a
temporary safe asylum for Rohingya, and the feasibility of repatriation as most Rohingya desire
looms over all parties’ involved heads.

The first democratic election in Myanmar occurred in 2016, but the general consensus is
that it has had slim to no margins of growth for the Rohingya within the country. The de facto
leader of Myanmar from April 2016 to February 2021, Aung San Suu Kyi, has denied all
evidence of ethnic cleansing, and has been accused by international leaders of failing to
adequately handle the conflict and furthering the divide between the two groups. Her failures
have been understated by the people of Myanmar, considering she holds mainstream political
support — though having led to the revocation of her Amnesty International Ambassador of
Conscience Award, the condemnation of her Nobel Peace Prize she received under an
military-issued house arrest, and in recent, a military coup. In true Myanmar fashion — drawing
similarities to the military coup about a decade after the country’s founding that heavily
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exacerbated the Rohingya persecution — on February 1 of 2021 the military deemed the
elections held in November 2020 reelecting Aung San Suu Kyi a “terrible fraud” without
concrete evidence, arresting countless government officials and naming Min Aung Hlaing the de
facto leader. Aung San Suu Kyi herself was arrested solely for her possession of walkies talkies
in her home, then later detained again for breaking a menial natural disasters law. It is important
to acknowledge the longstanding political struggles between the executive government in the
country and the military, in which the military only agreed to share power in the 2008
constitution under the premises that they would keep control over key areas in the State and 25
percent of parliamentary seats. The military’s excessive reach to block reforms and micromanage
immigration, emigration, and the judiciary has been condemned by many. In fact, Aung San Suu
Kyi’s agenda to limit the power of the military is believed to be the primary motivation for the
coup, her position widely supported in the recent election. Protests have been widespread across
the country, and the international community has expressed outrage regarding the coup and the
human rights violations that have accompanied it, such as the security forces opening fire on
protestors. Considering the Burmese coup, the situation for the Rohingya seems that it will
continue to worsen: Min Aung Hlaing has been the commander of countless fatal military attacks
of the Rohingya in the Rakhine State for over 10 years. He is estimated to have burned 200
Rohingya villages, catalyzing mass migration to the inundated Bangladesh12. The fate of the
Rohingyan’s safety and a peaceful repatriation now lies in the hands of an anti-democracy
malicious military and their ongoing counterinsurgency campaign against so-called Rohingya
extremists13.

UNITED NATIONS ACTION
The United Nations has been very involved in the Rohingya crisis since the military

started persecuting the Rohingya, but even more so as of recent in midst of the military coup.
The United Nations has declared the Rohingya crisis to be a textbook example of ethnic
cleansing. The United Nations continues to call out the Myanmar military for allegations of
torture against Rohingya men and boys along with calling upon violence to stop14, but has also
called out the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army for inappropriate attacks along the border. There
have been many resolutions drafted in the Security Council that focus on the Rohingya
repatriation into Myanmar in a peaceful manner, however these solutions are consistently vetoed
by China and Russia. On October 30, 2020, the United Nations General Assembly passed
A/C.3/75/L.34 on the situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in
Myanmar15 16. Additionally, the United Nations has provided much humanitarian aid to citizens
living in Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh and this year the United Nations hopes to raise 920 million
USD to distribute food, water, and sanitation products to the Rohingya Muslims in need17.

In response to the military coup, the United Nations has been working tirelessly to
address a peaceful reversal of the coup, resulting in urgent calls from the United Nations Special
Envoy for Myanmar for the Security Council to denounce the actions of the military, upholding
the results of Myanmar’s November 2020 election. The success of this has been inconsequential,
as the Security Council took no immediate action upon the Envoy’s briefing in early March
2021. As aforementioned, all Permanent Five countries have to approve of any Security Council
action against Myanmar and the People’s Republic of China, a Permanent Five country, is one of
the greatest threats towards the Security Council’s ability to reach a robust, collective stance on
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the situation, as China is a neighbor and strong ally of Myanmar18. In fact, China blocked the
passing of a joint statement by the Security Council on the situation in Myanmar, utilizing its
Permanent Five veto power. However, the Security Council’s Member States have upheld the
expectation of attempting to achieve a peaceful solution that involves a fair democratic transition
in Myanmar. With the military’s violent actions to suppress resistance in mind, United Nations
investigators urged for whistleblowers to report on any violations of international law, the United
Nations special rapporteur on Myanmar claimed that the Myanmar military’s public statements
on restraining from dealing with protestors and their real actions are contradictory, and the
United States, Japan, India, and Australia have condemned the coup and urge a return to
democracy19.

CASE STUDY: Rwandan Genocide
Nearly three decades ago, an ethnic-based genocide occured in the Eastern African

country of Rwanda, killing approximately 800,000 people of the Tutsi minority ethnicity and
moderate Hutu, the ethnic majority, at the hands of the Hutu extremist militia in 1994. In
addition to the killings, 270,000 Rwandans have fled the country as refugees and remain in
around a dozen surrounding countries.20 One of the most pressing topics of discussion regarding
the Rwandan Genocide is the lack of involvement from the international community and the
United Nations. The United Nations Security Council voted to repeal its Peacekeeping
Operations in April 1994, the peak of the crisis. The United Nations Assistance Mission for
Rwanda (UNAMIR) was withdrawn due to a multitude of factors: the United States’ general
disinterest in the activities occurring in Rwanda, the killing of Belgian UN peacekeepers and
Belgium petitioning the withdrawal of UNAMIR, the previously failed United States mission in
Somalia, and lack of media coverage on the issue21. Today, the United Nations has apologized for
its inability and reluctance to intervene in the situation, as the Peacekeepers left when the Tutsis
needed them most. In 2005, all United Nations Member States signed the Responsibility to
Protect in A/RES/60/1, which affirmed the countries’ obligation to intervene when a state has
failed to protect its people from crimes against humanity. The Rwandan Genocide provides
extreme parallels to the Rohingya crisis, as both are examples of ethnic cleansing that has
displaced thousands and faced an alarming amount of inattention from powerful members of the
international community22. The Rohingya Genocide blossomed from similar triggers as the
Rwandan Genocide, such as rising ethnic tensions and ethnic-based attacks by extremist
militants. It is apparent that the Rohingyan Genocide could likely be a replica of the Rwandan
Genocide and deemed preventable with proper international attention to the situation. While set
in different periods of time, different countries, and different political atmospheres, evidence
suggests that the lessons of the Rwandan Genocide and other historical catastrophes carried out
by other groups of people are relevant to this modern day crisis, and should be taken into account
in the development of realizable solutions23.

QUESTIONS
1. What does your country believe to be the status of the Rohingya?
2. Has your nation taken any concrete action to reduce harm to the Rohingya?
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3. How does your country label refer to these events: ethnic cleansing? genocide?
otherwise?

4. How does your country regard sanctioning the Myanmar government?
5. What is your country’s stance on the coup, its administration, and related current events?
6. Is repatriation into the Rakhine State a feasible goal for the Rohingya?
7. How can nations acting as hosts for Rohingya refugees better support them with little

resources?
8. How can public trust of external intervention in the conflict be built, if your country

deems it necessary?
9. How can the Rohingya build long-term economic independence?
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